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Sharp launches production of LCD panels in Sakai 

Today sees Sharp commission the world’s most modern and environmentally 

advanced LCD plant in Sakai city in Japan.  In the world’s first LCD plant to 

employ the 10th-generation glass substrates with a size of about 9 square 

metres, the company will process large LCD panels. The start of production 

has been brought forward by five months in response to the sustained 

worldwide boom in the LCD TV market and the increased demand for high-

quality display components for in-home and out-of-home use. 

Hamburg, October 2009. After almost two years of construction and an investment 

totalling approximately three billion euros, a new era has been ushered in for Sharp with 

the completion of its new LCD plant in Sakai. The LCD pioneer is the very first company in 

the world with the capability to process LCD panels employing 10th-generation glass 

substrates measuring 2.88 x 3.13 metres, into LCDs for TV sets and professional monitors. 

The 10th-generation glass substrate is 70 per cent larger than the 8th-generation glass 

substrates used in Kameyama plant No.2. A further superlative: with a maximum annual 

input capacity of 72,000 glass substrates. Sharp will be capable in future of manufacturing 

13 million 40-inch LCD TV panels per year.  

“We brought forward the start of production in response to the huge increase in demand 

for advanced LCD technology,” declares Hiroshi Sasaoka, CEO Sharp Electronics Europe. 

In Sakai we have the necessary know-how and capacity to manufacture our current 

AQUOS LED TV line-up with the latest generation of LCD panels and further consolidate 

our technology leadership,” Sasaoka continues. The factory in Sakai is the key to the 

highly efficient production of LCDs for this growth market.  

The manufacturing complex in Sakai, whose 1.27 million square metres of space will also 

house Sharp’s plant for thin-film solar cell, scheduled to start operation by March 2010. 

The complex is equipped with an LED lighting system: It will be illuminated entirely by 

means of more than 100,000 energy-saving light-emitting diodes. In addition, 18-megawatt 

solar panels will be installed on all factory roofs to provide some of the needed 

electricity.This will underline both our LCD innovation leadership and also our ambitious 

claim to be an Environmental Advanced Company,” declares Sasaoka.  

Business with LCD and other electronic components makes up about one-third of Sharp’s 

sales. 

 

Reprint free of charge, please forward a copy.  

Please visit http://www.sharp.eu for further information. 
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With its global environment strategy, Sharp has made environmental protection an integral part of 

its corporate culture. What we call the Sharp Super Green Strategy covers the production of 

energy-saving and energy-generating products in ecologically advanced plants, along with 

responsible recycling. One of the company's main aims on the road to becoming an 

"environmentally advanced company" is to significantly reduce both direct and indirect CO² 

emissions in our operations and products. Throughout the world, Sharp has defined environmental 

standards that apply to all our plants and products, and these are being continuously revised and 

dynamically improved.  

You can find more information about Sharp's environmental activities on the Sharp Green Site at 

http://www.sharp.eu/sharp/apps/eu/green_site/green_site.html. 

 

 

 

 


